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“Let’s go for a ride”                                                                                                           M. Blevins, editor

It's Time to Roll



  

Message from the Regional Director
Greetings fellow members.    
     You may notice it’s been 
a while since we’ve been able 
to offer a new addition of  
Up To Speed. Your board 
members take their fi nancial 
fi scal responsibilities seriously. 
We’ve been in a period of  
tightening our belts and 
getting on track with the shrinking budget we’ve had 
to manage. We had two successful Car Shows last 
year in Geneva that have allowed us solid footing 
in proceeding with this years activities; We’ll have 3 
UTSs. I’m happy to announce the Father’s Day Oak 
Brook Car Show will be back in full force this year. 
     I’m also very happy  to introduce you to our two 
newest board members. Please welcome Alan and 
Mary Alice Blum. They are no strangers to Classic 
Cars and pretty much any other thing on wheels. Look 
forward to knowing them better in the coming issue 
of  the Dashboard. I feel very fortunate to call them 
board members and you’ll soon learn how quickly 
they have embraced  the Classic Car Club. 
   In the attached pages of  this offering you’ll fi nd 
an invite to our fi rst event. It has an Irish theme and 
I thank board members Dan McCarthy, Mary Alice 
Blum, and Gary Gerstner for putting this one together. 
Please join us in what promises to be the fi rst of  many 
events this year with  camaraderie, new experiences, 
and fun in mind.                                                                                         
                                                            CORDially,

       Russ

March 20 - Pot O' Gold Event - FLYER AND SIGN-UP 
FORM INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER
June 3 - 5 - CCCA Museum Grand Experience
June 19 - Oak Brook Fathers Day Car Show 
July 17 - Annual GIRCCCA/POC Picnic - Fabyan 
Woods 11am -2 pm  Shelter Fabyan # 1 1925 Batavia 
Blvd, Geneva, IL
September 17 - Lunch Train Event - in combination 
with the Rolls Royce Club
October - AACA/GIRCCCA Fall Tour It will be either 
the second weekend or third weekend in October.

GIR/CCCA 2020 Events

Other Events of  Note
June 4 - 8th Annual Glen Ellyn Auto Fest 10 am - 3 pm
July 9 - Copshaholm Concours d'elegance
July 14 - 17 - Keeneland Concours d'elegance
August 21 - Pebble Beach Concours d'elegance
August 27 - September 6 - ACD Festival
September - Concours d’Elegance of America (formerly 
held at St. John's) will be held at the Detroit Institute of Arts
October 4 - 7 - Elegance at Hershey

In Memoriam
Claude Ohanesian 

Claude passed away on Tuesday, February 02, 2022. He is survived by his wife Audrey, and 
their two daughters. Founder and CEO of  CGO Wealth Management, LLC, Claude was 
this club's recent treasurer, and current regional director of  the Packards of  Chicagoland 
club.  After graduating from West Minster College, he made his career in business, serving 
on several fi nance committees and lending his expertise as head of  committees and boards 
in various professional, educational, and charitable committees. He will be greatly missed 

We extend our deep sympathy and sincere condolences to John McNabola and his family on the passing of  his 
sister, Mary Margaret “Buffy” Rock on February 7, 2022.    

Cover Photo: Spring 
Pull off  those covers and start your engines. Our fi rst 
event is in just a few days and there will be more 
to come. This photo is from a 2017 event; Dennis 
Heywood is in the lead, followed by Jim Tharp, Bob 
Joynt...

Welcome to our Newest Member 
Terry Stahly



              Editor’s Corner
      Wow! It's good to be back!
      Our last UTS was published in January of  2020. Two whole years. It looks like we 
are finally getting back on track. Keep those fingers crossed that we continue to make 
progress towards a covid-free future. 
     With things opening up, there are more and more opportunities to get those cars 
out and about. Besides our club activities, consider the other opportunities listed in 
this newsletter and on our calendar of  events. There's not a much better way to enjoy 
an afternoon than showing off  your antique vehicle - unless of  course, it's going for 
a ride in it.  
     I am looking forward to seeing many of  you at these upcoming events. And it 
will be so much easier to recognize one another without those masks. Whether you 

continue to wear a mask or not - it's your choice - it will be great to see you either way!     
     This vintage postcard is pretty much on target with our recent weather, wouldn't you agree? It's been awfully 
windy, making me feel like those people in that car - I need to hang on to my hat! But March is supposed to be 

windy, right? 'In like a lion' as that old adage 
says. Let's hope it goes out like a gentle 
little lamb, and stops buffeting us about. I 
for one, am tired of  it. The closer it gets 
to the end of  winter, the antsier we get for 
that spring weather with warmer temps and 
sunshine!  It will be so nice to be able to 
step outside without the hat, the mittens, 
the parka, the scarf, the boots... 
                                      
                                                 
                                          Maureen
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News and Notes

      January auction week is on the books! Records were made with total sales of  $266.7M. Over all, total sales were 
up 22% even with 1/3 fewer vehicles. RM Sotheby’s sold a 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Alloy Gullwing for a record 
$6,825,000. Also sold by RM Sotheby's was a 1931 Duesenberg Model J Derham Tourister for $3,415,000.

      Grand Classics were sprinkled in the auction mix, with the likes of  the following: a 1929 Duesenberg Model J 
Derham Sedan, 5-pass. sold for $2,260,000, a 1935 Delahaye 135MS Competition Drophead Coupe sold for $1,435,000, 
a 1932 Chrysler Imperial Convertible Sedan sold for $940,000, a 1937 Packard Twelve-Series 1507 Coupe sold for 
$280,000  1937 Cord 812 Supercharged Convertible Phaeton Sedan sold for $235,200 (Worldwide Auctioneers). 
Gooding sold a 1937 Cord 812 Customized Westchester Sedan sold for $275,000. Bonhams sold the 1949 Buick 
Roadmaster Convertible featured in the movie Rain Man, and owned by Dustin Hoffman for $335,000 (photo below).

       While the big event is in Scottsdale, the Mecum Kissimmee Florida event, held over 11 days in January, sold nearly 
3000 vehicles with sales totaling $213 - almost as much as all of  the Scottsdale auctions combined.

       The popularity of  online auctions has had an impact on live auctions, which had one-third fewer vehicles on 
offer during this year’s Arizona auctions. Despite the drop in the number of  vehicles, total sales at live auctions 
benefited from widespread appreciation, with a 33% 
increase in the average price. Live auctions still produce 
some exceptionally strong prices, sometimes bordering 
on unbelievable.
  
      Online auctions sales have doubled every year since 
2016, with opportunities to bid from the comfort of  
home easier than ever. According to Hagerty, "since the 
pandemic began, people have also prioritized fun-to-
drive vehicles over poised-to-appreciate ones".

Our Website: www.girccca.com            Like us on Facebook:  GreaterILRegion               Instagram #GIRCCCA

TECH TIP
      Before you start your engine, take a close look under the hood at belts, hoses, and gaskets for cracks and dry 
rot. Take a look at your tire pressure and look for signs of wear you may have forgotten to address before storage 
such as balding treads or cracks. Replace tires if needed. 
    Inspect the wiring. Even with the best preventative measures, animals can get inside and chew on the wires.
     Check all the fluids and test the lights. 
    It is highly recommended to push your car OUT of the garage before starting it up for the first time. Stuck floats, 
split fuel lines, dried out diaphragms, can all cause that four letter “F” word – FIRE. You open the hood to see 
what’s wrong, and ‘whoosh!’, Now you've got not only a car fire, but a house fire as well.

A gentle reminder...If  you have not renewed your GIR membership for the coming year, this will be your last 
publication. Things happen and we can get sidetracked,; things get put on the back burner, or we think we already 
took care of  something that we haven't! So please make sure you've sent in your renewal - We hate to lose any 
of  you!



The VFW in West Dundee is having a Memorial Day parade on Sunday, May 29.

The gathering point will be at Immanuel Lutheran Church in East Dundee, located at RT 72 and Van Buren Avenue.

The parade route is about a mile; from East Dundee to West Dundee along RT 72.

Line up will be at 1 PM and the parade will step off  at 2 PM. Arrival between noon and 12:30 PM would be greatly 
appreciated.

Antique automobiles are always a great attraction. We would like to have 20 to 30 cars of  differing vintage for the 
enjoyment of  the public.

Anyone who is interested in showing your support for our veterans by being in the parade with your antique vehicle 
contact Dan Sobczyk 

cell phone 847-977-0595 for calls or text.                                           email:  dansobczyk@yahoo.com

Eighth Annual                                                                                        Glen Ellyn 
   Vintage                                                                                                        Auto Fest

PARADE

THANK YOU!
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Regional Director                          Russ Rodriguez   
russ.rod@sbcglobal.net

Secretary                           Jamie Smith
jamie.ellen.smith@gmail.com

Treasurer                     Alan Blum
alan.blum@sbcglobal.net

Board Member                                              Gary Gerstner                        
gerstnerphoto@gmail.com

Board Member                                                         John Rock                 
rrpackfan@gmail.com

Board Member                        John McNabola
mcnabolajohn@gmail.com

Board Member                    Mary Alyce Blum
         maryalyceblum@hotmail.com
Membership                      Dan McCarthy
    daniel@girccca.com
Oakbrook Show                Russ Rodriguez

russ.rod@sbcglobal.net  
Social Media                                          Kelsey Bell

kelsey@rallyinsurance.com                                    
FaceBook               John Brayton   

johns1936chevy@aol.com
Dashboard / Up To Speed Editor                                      Maureen Blevins

maureenblevins@yahoo.com              

Dashboard 
Glossy full color magazine published 3x yearly

(April, Aug, Dec)
Full Page                     $750
1/2 page                                  $400
1/4 page                               $300
Business Card                                                     $100

Up To Speed
Black & White Newsletter

1/2 page                                                                      $300
1/4 page                                         $200
Business Card                                      $150

Combined Annual Rates
Full page                                                     $950
1/2 page                                             $600
1/4 page                                             $400

Please contact Maureen Blevins, 815-483-8216 for print 
specifications, ad deadlines, or if you wish to discuss 
advertising scenarios not covered above

UP TO SPEED

Annual Advertising Rates  Board of Managers

March 2022

P.O. Box 55
Itasca, IL 60143


